What Men Wear

Men do not seem to dress for tango.  Women indulge themselves.  They dress like World-War-II whores.  Men show up in slacks and a clean shirt, at best.  A few men who have drifted into tango from other forms of dance wear black.  Some older men will wear a jacket over slacks and a clean shirt.  The only time men seem to wear the traditional suit and tie is when they are doing a performance.  

One variation of this is that professional teachers show up in old jeans, a tee shirt, and a 2-day growth of beard.  

Men who own special tango clothes tend to wear baggy pants, and loose shirts.  So you have no idea what shape they have, or what they are doing during the dance.  That is OK.  The idea of tango is to show off the women.  The men’s moves are meant to be in the background.

There is a surprising range of shoes worn by men doing tango.  The sign of having been to Buenos Aires seems to be two-tone shoes made for dance, which are purchased there.  Pumps for pimps.  Otherwise, black ballroom or jazz shoes are favored.  A growing few wear latin dance shoes, which have 1 ½ inch heels curved in at the back.  These require longer pants legs, but they look good, help match the height of women in tall heels, and give a forward balance which helps keep movements light.  

Neuvo leads wear heavy, large sneakers or skateboard shoes.  They certainly give traction.  However, proper partnering does not require traction.  The movement toward lighter racing flats, driving sneakers, or jazz sneakers seems to allow more dance floor for the follows to use.

A lead trying to keep up with women in fitted little-black-dresses should consider dressing well himself.  It is true that a suit coat does not move well for dance.  And a tie is hot.  However, slacks in a light, draping fabric, a shirt, and a vest will look good beside your amorata’s outfit.  Remember texture matters, too.  The silken back to a vest feels good, as should the fabric of your shirt alone.

