The Tanda

Tango is danced with songs played in groups of three or four.  A short, non-tango piece of music separates the tandas and indicates the time to change partners.

The first song in a tanda is for the lead to get to know his partner.  If you have not danced her before, you use simple steps and get a sense of how she moves, how she responds to music, and which steps she favors.  If she is a familiar partner, you are sensing her mood that day—is she stressed from work, is she into dance already, is she happy or sad, worried or joyous.  She will sometimes have the “feel” of her previous partner still on her body, and will be transitioning to the feel she will have with you.  This will particularly be the case if her previous partner was either very good, or very bad.  If you are sensitive, you will pick this up.  The first song is for developing trust.

The second song in the tanda is for taking chances and trying combinations.  You are sensing the music, stepping out and having fun.  If you do not make a few mistakes here, you are not taking enough chances and dancing too much within yourselves.  You must adventure some, together.  It can be a time for drama, and some strength.

The third song in a tanda is for getting simpler.  You move from dancing the music to dancing your partner.  The movement becomes more subtle, more intimate, more sensitive.  The exchange of lead and follow becomes more a continuous cooperation and a merging of moods and spirit.  People watching see less and less of what is going on, because the action is between the partners, and not so visible from the floor.  All this is the ideal.  But in any case, the third song is for relaxing into your partnership.

If there is a fourth song in the tanda, and there often is, you are in a bad way.  If you have followed the script above, your choreography has peaked in the second song and resolved in the third.  There is nothing left for the fourth song, and no place to go with the partnership.  You could wander over and shoot the DJ.  But you don’t.  You will likely play around a bit, but softly.  At best you are making promises for tandas with this partner, to come.

