Saying Thank You

The other half of the cabeceo tradition is the tradition of dancing an entire tanda with a single partner.  However, either partner can say “thank you” at the end of any song in a tanda.  Saying those words is supposed to mean you are through dancing with that partner.  It may be the partner is a beginner and one or two songs is enough, in which case no offense is to be taken.  Otherwise a “thank you” before the end of the tanda indicates that you do not want to dance with that partner ever again.  Since most of us say “thank you” instinctively, you sometimes say a mid-tanda thank you that did not mean “the end.”  That’s fine.  Just apologize and say “I meant, that was lovely.”  A quick hug helps, too.

