Hugs, embraces, and kisses
Tango is a Latin dance, and Latins hug.  The rest of the world wishes they hugged, but are not so comfortable about it.  So here is a translation about hugging, from someone of Celtic background.

First of all, hugs are voluntary.  Remember how the lead offers the follow the embrace:  He offers his left, outside, arm hand up so the follow can place her hand in his.  Then he reaches up from below under the follows left arm to take her around the back.  He does two things during this second reach that are subtle but important courtesies.  First he reaches with the back of his hand mostly upwards.  In this way there is no chance of grabbing or sense of coercion, since the hand is facing down, away from the follow’s body.  Even if she twists or turns for some reason, his hand will not end up wrong. Second he moves slowly, as if moving through molasses, to close the embrace.  This gives the follow plenty of time to get her left hand up onto his shoulder and establish an open embrace distance if she wants.  A willing follow will do the opposite: she will raise her left arm up high to make room for a close embrace, and she will make the final 6 inches (15 cm) of movement together herself.

A hug is a two-armed version of the same.  The offering party, man or woman, holds out both arms, wide.  The accepting party matches the arm gesture and makes the final foot (30cm) of closing distance.  In this way a hug is voluntary on both parties.  Should a hug not be desired, various lesser acceptances can be offered.  First, less emphatic arm openings; second a slight turning sideways; third, a grasping of the arms instead of an enfolding of the body, or fourth just standing still and not responding.  Anything short of precipitate flight is reasonable.  You can avoid a hug if you want to.   Although none of us get enough hugs, and few have died of a surfeit.

The general rule about hugs is give as many as you can.  Hug for greetings.  Hug to say good-by.  Hug softly after any good dance, or just stand still in the dance embrace and enjoy breath and heartbeats.

By the way, women hug women; and yes, men hug men.

There are subtle differences about hugs: affectionate, celebratory, warm, token, even dismissive.  If you cannot tell the difference right away, you will be able to once you get over being surprised and delighted at yourself for hugging so much.

Kisses in the dance world mean those cheek-to-cheek things where the kiss itself is a little noise made softly by the ear.  One side, both sides, sometimes even three times if you cannot contain yourself.  They are all acceptable.  I think two sides is most normal, but local customs vary.  Whether there is at the same time a small hug, a grasping of the forearms, or just a positioning of the bodies with a hand or two, is all a matter of expression, time, space, and preference.  

As near as I can tell, you kiss women of Latin, Southern, or Eastern European backgrounds as soon as you know them moderately well or if you are introduced by someone you know well; you kiss really good dancers, because they are honorary Argentines; but you don’t bother trying with Nordics or WASPS as it only embarrasses them and they get flustered.  But I may be prejudiced: I am a WASP and my ex-wife is a Dane.  Also, kissing, unlike hugs, usually involves at least one woman.

