Dating and Tango

Dating and tango do not mix easily.  It is difficult to date the partners you dance with because many of them tango as a substitute for a single intimate relationship, and are happy about it.  It is difficult to date outside of tango, because it takes a hot date to be as good an evening as a night out dancing.  Which means you have to get past the warm-up rounds in dating by giving up tango evenings.  And finally, it is difficult for non-tango partners to understand your spending that much time in other people’s arms. 
They may be right.  A warm relationship may take some of the loneliness out of your tango partnering and make for a more superficial version of the dance.  Also, your regular tango partners may not be quite so assiduous after they find out you have a non-tango relationship on the side.  The thought that this might lead to something big lends spice to tango, no matter how unlikely the actuality.
On the other hand, tango teaches you to pay attention to your partner, to be sensitive to moods, to express yourself with touch, to cooperate and support—in short a host of things that make you a better partner, should you ever be foolish enough to give up tango and take up dating instead.  The idea that dancers make good lovers contains some truth.  And tango is probably the best dance for that.

