Beginning Tango Classes

Teachers who turn out good intermediate dancers fastest teach very few tango steps and insist on lots of practice in walking, ochos, and molinettas.  Unfortunately, beginning students want to learn “steps,” and do not expect to spend hours in drills designed to develop balance, movement style, and a fluid embrace.  So that is life.  Practice at home or with friends.  Most advanced tango dancers talk about their hours of practicing at home on the kitchen floor.  Advanced dancers can practice as a couple in one clear square meter (yard) of space.

Meanwhile, back in the real world, beginners often find a permanent learning partner and stay paired up for classes.  Pairing up in class works in one way—they have someone they are socially and personally comfortable learning with.  Few teachers will force complete “rotation,” of partners.  However, an unfortunate dynamic develops.  Singles find themselves in the “leftover” group, which is composed mostly of the extra leads or follows plus some people with no sense of music or movement.  The more promising singles then pair off even with strangers, to avoid spending too much time without a partner or with one of the hopeless.  Eventually the only remaining singles are never getting a dance with anyone they can learn with.

In intermediate classes, this problem goes away.  All the dancers in class are good enough, and it pays to rotate and learn from different partners.  In intermediate classes, couples who stay together seldom advance as well as those who rotate.  Married couples who stay together probably should not.  The general rule is that divorce leads to tango, not the other way around.  But you would hate to be the exception.  A few of my own partners are women who appear to be desperate to escape constant dances with their husbands.  The best interpretation of this is that tango does not repair damaged relationships.  The worst is that excessive tango with an unsuited partner might lead you to discover damage you didn’t need to know about.

Finally, advanced dancers usually have favorite partners and do things with them they could not imagine doing with an equally skilled but less familiar partner.  

At tango festivals the teachers have a saying:  The beginning dancers take the intermediate classes; the intermediate dancers take the advanced classes; and the advanced dancers--they take the beginning classes.  Good tango is based on the fundamentals, and the master teachers are best for getting the fundamentals exactly right.

So the idea for beginners is take classes to learn how to move.  Take them with a partner if you can, to defend yourself from time spent with hopeless partners.  Practice in your kitchen, alone, to get balance, movement, and feel.  And take the beginning level classes over and over until you get the feel for it all.

