Balance

The distinct difference between Argentine tango and most other forms of social dance is that the balance of the couple is just that—a mutual and shared balance.  It is not two people each independently balanced.  Nor is it the lead balancing the follow.  You balance each other, with most of the imbalances introduced by the lead to initiate motions.  

The difference is this.  Imagine the typical theater-horse.  It is made up of one person with a horse head costume, and one behind wearing the tail.  (I have done this part, so I know what I am talking about.  And I have heard already the comments about type-casting.)  With practice this theater-horse can take steps together that look pretty flashy, smooth and quick.  That is ballroom partnering.  Now imagine a real, live horse moving.  It looks different.  The front and back legs are counter-balancing each other all the time.  The balance is sometimes diagonal, sometimes side to side, sometimes forward and back.  Movements flow.  That is what tango partners are trying to achieve.

