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William Swan is the Chief Economist for Seabury-Airline Planning Group, and a Senior Fellow of both Airline Group of the International Federation Operational Research Society (AGIFORS) and Air Transport Research Society (ATRS).  He is also an invited speaker at universities in Europe, Asia, and North America.  

Dr. Swan was the Chief Economist for Boeing Commercial Airplanes from 1996 until his retirement in 2005   He forecast air travel among all regions of the world for 20 years forward.  This formed the basis for Boeing’s long-range plans, and for the annual Current Market Outlook document, which is the industry standard forecast.  As a aviation economist, Dr. Swan was responsible for understanding both the fundamentals of forecasts for country GDPs and also the mechanisms by which economic and industry developments cause air travel growth.  Dr. Swan was also a continuing contributor to the weekly market reviews for Boeing senior management.  Dr. Swan’s activities also included the assessment of plans for start-up carriers and airlines involved in bankruptcy, whenever Boeing had financial exposure.

Dr. Swan’s background reflects both economics and the air transport.  Before joining Boeing in 1989, Dr. Swan was a key research economist for Hull Trading, the second largest firm trading market index options at the Chicago Board of Options Exchange (CBOE) and an innovator in computerized trading.  He preceded that with work at the headquarters of United Airlines and American Airlines where he was involved first in operations research and then in fleet and strategic planning.  Operations research topics included route planning, fleet and crew scheduling, airport operations, and air freight.  Dr. Swan is a recognized expert in revenue management and has been credited as the author of the basis of American’s second generation system.  Dr. Swan is also acknowledged by the airline industry as a leading expert in spill modeling.

Dr. Swan’s educational background includes a Ph.D. in Transportation Systems from M.I.T and time spent on the research staff of M.I.T.’s Flight Transportation Lab.  His undergraduate work was in Aeronautical Engineering at Princeton University.  He has lectured and advised thesis work at Cambridge (England), MIT, Georgia Tech, Univ of British Columbia (Canada), ENAC (Toulouse, France), Univ of Antwerp (Belgium), DIT (Dublin, Ireland), Isreal (Jerusalem and Haifa), and CAMIC (Bejing, China).  He is a frequent speaker at forecasting, finance, and operations research conferences.

Dr. Swan retired from Boeing in April of 2005.  He continues his University activities, and participates in selected projects with Seabury-Airline Planning Group.  He is based in Seattle, Washington, USA.   Papers and presentations can be found at http://www.sauder.ubc.ca/Faculty/Research_Centres/Centre_for_Transportation_Studies/William_Swan_Publications
